
OF ILLINOIS 


JANUARY I 986 BULLETIN _ Box 427, Skokie, Illinois 60076 

The 186th Meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (iNSl) will be held at 

CONGREGATION BETH-EL 
3050 W. Touhy 
Chicago, Illinois 

Wednesday, January 22, I986 8:00 P.M. 

_?R0GRAM FOR JANUARY; The speaker for the evening will be Dr. Saul B. Needleman, who 
states that the title of his presentation is "English Merchant Tokens of the 17th 
Century" but guarantees that he will not be telling us about tokens. He promises a 
very unusual and provacative discussion that should surprise many of us. If this 
piques your curiosity, bring a friend and join the discussion! 

Our introduction of exhibit themes was favorably received last month, despite the 
poor facilities for displaying them, and so we offer three themes for January: (l) 
English merchant tokens of the 17th century; (2) coins and medals related to Tu B'Shvat, 
January 25, I986, the celebration of new fruits and the Land of Israel; and/or (3) your 
recent acquisitions. If there is sufficient participation, we will discuss how we 
might offer AINA Exhibitor's Awards for the best exhibits. 


RECAP OF DECEMB ER MEETING: The 185th meeting of INSl was called to order with 16 
people present on a very cold night. Special guests included Bob Milstein, John 
Unger, and David Bar Levav (from Jerusalem). The speaker for the evening was Dr. 
Alfred Soffer who gave us a most interesting evening with Maimonides. Dr. Sofferiisaa 
cardiologist who has written two books, 50 articles, is Editor of Chest, and is a con¬ 
sultant to the White House. Dr. Soffer also has spoken to INSl in the past. 


t ? e P res f ntation was structured, Dr. Soffer progressed in an informal way through 
he Rambam s life as a physician, a philosopher, an attorney, and a rabbi. He is held 
to be the greatest philosopher, physician, and rabbi, certainly of the 12th century but 
probably 01 all time. Beginning with a tape made at a very recent medical conference 
in + L xu V ? 1 S nd ° n the sut J’ ect of how much exercise one should have, Dr. Soffer pointed 

+ ^ + i”'T id !^ had antlcl P atei the question in the 12th century: one should go to 

the point of breathlessness—-not to the point of fatigue. 

of^he^ILh 66 ^ m nUI,be J of aonfe rences this year commemorating the 850th anniversary 
of the birth of Maimonides, Maimonides as a physician, and even Maimonides as an at- 
torney. As a physician, he extended the teachings of Galen, who treated only the body, 
o a development of the concept of psychosomatic medicine (treatment of the body as 

dical treat™!! 0 ? 1 '' + Th f be I rought feelin g and emotion to medicine—he humanized me- 
* reabffie f instead of treating a "thing." He further developed the basis of 

su^rstiUo 1 n a and a ^i:?s? ent ’ denylnS UU1 “ y th ° Ugh “^standing the need for 


As a philosopher, Maimonides served as stimulus for the later ideas developed by 
Roger Bacon, Moses Mendelsohn, John Spenser (1685, father of comparative 
religion) and Spinoza. Finally, as a theologian and rabbi, Maimonides' greatest 
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l| contributions came to the Jews in l) simplifying Judaism and making it understandable 
'to the massesji 2) interpreting hellenic ideals to the people, and in 3) banishing 
superstition from religion. He taught that superstition is evil because one comes to 
depend on charms without the realization that all things come from G-d, not the charm. 

He showed how to rationalize actions by the views of yesterday but with an under¬ 
standing of the actions in terms of today. His general contributions were his origin¬ 
ality, his penetrating criticism of his predecessors, and his high ideals. 

Dr. Soffei- 4a? presented with an AINA Educational Award. 1 

I 

BUSINESS: President Robert Leonard appointed Dr. Herb Lippitz, Ben Odesser, and Dr. 
Emanuel Margoliash as the nominating committee. There was a brief discussion on the 
idea of having designated topics for the monthly exhibitsThe discussion favored the 
idea, which will be adopted. The new book Perspectives in Numismatics , produced by 
the Chicago ICoin Club in honor of their 800th meeting was 'displayed. The book contains 1 ' 
'chapters by jSaul Needleman and Robert Leonard and sells for $15 : in soft cover and $25 
in hard cover, plus $1.75 postage. Dr. Needleman is the editor of this book, which wasj 
described by Roger Boye, coin columnist for the Chicago Tribune for many years, as 
"excellent...a superb collection of fresh manuscripts." Congratulations, Saul! 



SHOW AND TELL; Ben Odesser displayed an IGCAMO'medal showing the name 
Jerusalem in many languages. The piece is in'tfrjbnze and 2-f inches in 
diameter. In addition, he showed copes of The Jewish Week newspaper 
produced by the Jewish Federation of New York and The Near East Report . 
Dr. Morris Goldberg showed an interesting copper Menorah from Poland. 

The piece is of recent vintage but was hand made. Herbert Hubert dis¬ 
played a very unusual book in honor of the speaker's topic, Codex 
Maimuni , in Hebrew with some English. The book is of very large format 
and a very limited edition propared in Budapest. It deals generally with the life of 1 !| 
Maimonides. David Bar Levav circulated an unusual medallic piece which he asked the 
members to identify. One or two of the members did correctly identify the piece as a 
lead tessera—a "theatre ticket," perhaps from the time of Nero. It was found in 
Israel near the site of a Roman theatre. Saul Needleman brought two Kolel certificates 
in honor if the charity aspects of Chanukah. Kolel certificates were "pledge receipts" 
given to teshiva students in Palestine during the period 1880-1915 as financial pledges 
for support from European sponsors. Early pieces were totally paid but full payment of 
later types was interrupted by World War I. 
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. Robert Leonard brought three coins from the time of Maimonides^! a dirhem of the Almo- 
hads of S^ai|njand Morocco, 1145-1269; a dirhem of Saladin, 1190/1; and a denier of 
R[ichard tlpe Lionhearted, 1189-1196- Dm addition, Bob brought a group of tokens includ-i! 
liipg one from Cabby's Restaurant, I92 N, Clark St., Chicago, and 1 one from the Menorah 
j Auxiliary I St|ork Club, which members suggested was from a club supporting new mothers. jJ 
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Finally, he showed an article "How to Collect Israel Coins" which appeared without 
author credit in the Sept.-Oct. 1985 issue of The Shekel . He also brought a manu¬ 
script he had written two years ago which was in fact the same article. He had given 
the manuscript to an AIM regional director for a project which never materialized, 
who apparently passed it along until it eventually found its way into The Shekel . 
(Editor's Note: George Gilbert, Editor of The Shekel , has written Bob to say that he 
will be given proper credit in the Jan.-Feb." Shekel .) 

TUES: Dues for I986 are now being collected. However, due to the high cost of our 
new meeting place, a proposal to raise individual dues from $6 to $8 will be considered 
by the membership at this meeting. 

COMING ATTRACTION: Our March meeting will be held at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday, March 9, 
at the Chicago International Coin Fair. Unfortunately, the speaker who was arranged 
a year in advance at last year's show reports that he is ill and unable to address us, 
so several alternatives are being considered. He hope to be able to report the name 
of the speaker at the meeting. 
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Box 427, Skokie, Illinois 60076! 


The 187th Meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (iNSl) will he held at 

CONGREGATION BETH-EL 
3050 W. Touhy 
Chicago, Illinois 

Wednesday, February 26, 1986 8:00 P.M. 


i4s4: five of which were obtained by him. His topic? Come to 


PROGRAM FOR FEBRUARY: lohi^ht our speaker will be our own Dr. Herbert A. Lippitz. 

Herb has set a high st^pdard for himself by arranging to follow such an outstanding 
season of programs, thp 
the meeting and find ou: 

February's exhibit themes are as follows: (l) Purim in numismatics; (2) "Judaea Capta" 
themes on coins and medp^_pp and/or (3) your recent acquisitions. Currently little 
interest is being shown in making exhibit awards, but we will continue oup exhibit 
themes for the time bepng. The Nominating Committee is expected to make ijheir report 
at this meeting so that [the!election of officers for I986 can be held. 

The 188th Meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (INSl) will be held at 



WATER TOWER ROOM 

Chicago International Coin Fair (CICF) 
Hyatt Regency Chicago 
151 East Wacker Drive 
(Near Michigan Avenue) 

| !Sunday, March 9, 1986 11:00 A.M. 


Chicago 
international 
coin fair 

march 

7-9 

1986 


PROGRAM FOR MARCH: Thi^j year's CICF program promises to be one of the vepy best ever, 
given by professional nqm|statist David R. Sear of Numismatic Fine Arts (formerly of 
Seaby, London). Mr. Sear, author of such standard handbooks as Roman Coins and Their 
Values , Greek Coins andvTheir Values (2 vols.), Greek Imperial Coins and Their■Values , 
Byzantine Coins & Their!Values , and The Emperors of Rome and Byzantium , will address 
us on the subject of "Roman!Judaea Capta Coinages." Mr. Sear is supremely qualified 
to cover the subleties of these well-known types, copies of which are sold everywhere, 
and will touch on such questions as the existance of a genuine "IVDAEA NAVALIS" coin 
and why there are no Jpijlaea Capta coins known for the Bar Kokhba War. Perhaps he will 
even consent to autograph a copy or two of his books! 

This is an open meetings with a large number of nonmembers expected to be in attendance, 
so we will not have exhibits. Let's each try to recruit a new member. As usual, we 
will invite the Israel qoin dealers present to give us their views on the state of the 
market. 


RECAP OF JANUARY MEETING: The 186th meeting of INSl was called to order at 8:15 p.m. 
with 11 members present. President Robert Leonard immediately introduced the speaker 
for the evening, our opr ijiember, Dr. Saul B. Needleman. As indicated in the last 






















Bulletin, in spite of the title relating to English merchant tokens of the 17th cen¬ 
tury, the topic dealt with anything hut these tokens—at least not in a direct way. 

Dr. Needleman stated that the chance purchase of a set of hooks througj the ANA Book 
of the Month Club led him to an investigation far beyond the topic of the hooks. In 
1290, Edward I, kind of England, proclaimed the expulsion of the Jews from England and 
Gascony. This ban wasithe first of the series of expulsions which faced the Jews dur¬ 
ing medieval times. The tan remained in effect for 3^5 years until its abolishment 
under Oliver Cromwell.i^Challenging the statement which has appeared in literature 
"From the time of Edwafd I, no Jew touched English ground," Saul was able to establish 
that Jewish merchants continued to reside and function in England during the ban per¬ 
iod. Using the numismatic record of the English merchant tokens, as well as much 
other circumstantial evidence in literature, Saul was able to identify at least eight 
and perhaps as many as I^6 tokens which might have been issued by Jewish merchants from 
the list of 12,744 tokens described in the set of books he had purchased. He'provided 
the basis for his sele^ions and the criteria under which these selections were made. 

The discussions which took place over almost an hour after his presentation were among 
the livliest we've hadias yet. 

The novelty of this program shows that there is still much out there to investigate 
and we were fortunate in being the first to have heard this story as part of the resur¬ 
rection of a viable INSI Speakers Program. We look forward to more intersting programs 
being arranged under the aegis of Dr. Herb Lippitz, Vice President and Program Chairman. 

SHOW AND TELL; Three members provided displays for the evening. First was Ben Odesse-r 
with an extremely interesting medal tying the Sons of the American Revolution and Jews 
together. Ben showed ajT§- inch bronze issued by the National Society of Sons of the 
American Revolution which was issued to Isaac Samuel Cohen in 1930 probably in con¬ 
junction with a national meeting of the Society that year. Though it is well esta¬ 
blished that Jews were active during the period of the American Revolution, a medal 
attesting to descent from such a patriot is quite rare and interesting. Ben also 
showed a group of parking tokens from the Mt. Sinai Hospital in Miami. In keeping 
with the speaker's topic of the evening, Bob Leonard and Saul Needleman both brought 
examples of the 17th century merchant tokens of England (though not of the group men¬ 
tioned in Saul's talk).| Bob had six pieces including: John Clarke Innkeeper a ■ /• 
(Bedfordshire), John Chaplyn (Cambridgeshire), James Dutton (Chesterfield, . \ . 

Derbyshire), John Richax-ds (Honiton, Devonshire), Thomas Munden Inkeeper 
(Middlesex), and Robert Parker (London). Saul had one private merchant to¬ 
ken, that of John Burrougn," Grocer (Ipswich, Suffolk) and two city council types:' 

Bathe (Somerset) and Kings Lynn (Norfolk). 

BUSINESS; There was a|prie^. discussion as to whether INSI ought to provide certifi¬ 
cates or some rther typ£ of)award to exhibitors at each meeting, or at the end of 
the year. It was agreed that awards were not the reason for members providing ex¬ 
hibits and the idea was!dropped. 

Recent communications lath AINA concerning a possible contribution to the synagogues 
and church where we haye met recently were discussed. As a letter from Morris Bram 
was received after thejmeeting, a full report will be given at the February meeting. 

Places suitable for a permanent meeting site are still being investigated. The meet¬ 
ing was adjourned at l(j):00 p.m. 

CICF: Admission is free again this year. Bourse hours are: Friday, 11-7; Saturday, 
10-7; Sunday, 10-4. See you there! 
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OF ILLINOIS 

APRIL 1986 BULLETIN Box 427, Skokie, Illinois 60076 

The 189th Meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (iNSl) will be held at 

CONGREGATION BETH-EL 
3050 W. Touhy 
Chicago, Illinois 

Wednesday, April 16, I986 8:00 P.M. 

PROGRAM FOR APRIL: Tonight we will broaden our horizons beyond numismatic Judaica 
into Judaica in general. Many people are deterred from such collecting because they 
feel that they must have the wealth of a Spertus to form a meaningful collection. 

But our own Sandy Aronin will speak to us on the topic "You Don’t Have to be a 
Rothschild to be a Collector of Judaica." Sandy is extremely knowledgeable in this 
area, and should be able to give us some valuable tips. Come and bring a fellow 
collector! 

Judaica of all sorts, including that depicted on coins and medals, would be suitable 
for exhibit this month. Of course, your recent acquisitions are always welcome. 

The report of the Nominating Committee is expected to be received at this meeting. 

RECAP OF FEBRUARY MEETING: The 187th meeting of INSI was called to order at 8:30 p.m. 
with 12 members present. Speaker for the evening was Dr. Herb Lippitz who presented a 
two-part program, the first, the history of the mezzuzah (literally "doorpost") based 
on Deut. 6:9: "And you shall write them upon the doorpost of your house and upon the 
gate." The parchment contains specific laws and blessings (in the modern form) written 
in square-form Hebrew in 22 lines. The characters forming "Shaddai" are written on 
the back of the parchment in such a way that it appears in the aperature in the con¬ 
tainer after it is rolled up. The mezzuzah is placed on the right doorpost, about 
one-third way down, facing inward, within 30 days of occupying the premises (except 
in Israel). Earlier types were in the form of tablets and contained the names of 
angels. This practice was forbidden by Maimonides but did result eventually in a type 
of amulet, generally in the North African region. 

The second part of the program, indirectly related to the first, was on the origin and 
development of the Hebrew alphabet. It derives originally as part of the Protocanaanite 
family and has some relationship to Egyptian hieroglyphics and cuneiform (17th - 12th 
centuries B.C.E.). Hebrew together with Aramaic stem from the Phoenician branch of 
Protocanaanite (l4th - 12th centuries) leading to the square form in the 9th century 
(time of Solomon) and cursive in the 1st century. The more modern form originated at 
about the time of the Babylonian captivity. 

The earliest forms of Hebrew actually had number symbols but these gradually were re¬ 
placed by letters given number values. A Hebrew Braille system was developed in 1936 
and reached its final form in 1956 under UNESCO. This was followed in I968 by Hebrew 
signing (hand symbols) for the deaf. A Hebrew shorthand has been in existance since 
1929. 
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Herb's presentation opened a whole new area of understanding for most present. 

The 188th meeting of INSI was called to order at CICF with 13 members and guests 
present including Florence Schook, President of ANA, who brought greetings from ANA, 
AINA, and INS of Michigan; Arlyn Sieber, Krause Publications; Steve Hutchins, Coin 
World International section; Len Wolfe and David Bar Levav, delers in ancients from 
Israel; and Doug Rosenberg and Bill Baker, collectors of Roman coins. A most fascin¬ 
ating description of Roman coins of the Judaea Capta series was presented by David R. 
Sear, formerly of Seaby and currently Vice-President of Numismatic Fine Arts—and a 
recognized world authority on Roman coinage. David approached the subject from the 
view of Roman Imperial coinage rahter than as Jewish coinage. He indicated that the 
First Revolt of the Jews Against the Romans largely was responsible for the fall of 
the first (Julio-Claudian) Roman dynasty and for the rise of the second (Flavian). 
Pointing to the universality of events at the time, Sear suggested that Nero's ap¬ 
pointment of inept Procurators to rule Judaea was made with the same callousness as 
his treatment of the Boadicean revolt in England and outbreaks for independence in 
other distant Roman provinces. Nero did not sense the significance of what was 
happening. 

Vespasian was born in 9 C.E. in Italy and participated in the conquest of Britain in 
43 which gave him his reputation as an able general. He was in his late 50's at the 
start of the Jewish Revolt in May, 66. Nero needed a loyal but experienced general 
and appointed Vespasian as special commander in chief in the East. Within 16 months, 
Vespasian completely quelled the Revolt with the exception of Jerusalem and Masada 
(June, 68). Internal revolts in Gaul (under Vindex), Spain (under Galba), and Africa 
(under Clodius Macer) suggested to Vespasian that he bide his time. He prolonged the 
campaign against the Revolt, accounting for the abundance of Year 3 coinage. Following 
the rapid rise (and fall) of Galba (? months) and Otho (3 months), Vespasian made his 
own bid as emperor. He was proclaimed emperor in July, 69 but delayed entry into Rome 
until his final competitor, Vitellius, was murdered in December, 69. He shared his 
power with his son Titus after the fall of Jerusalem (September 9» 70) and Masada 
(April 15» 73) » 7i years after the start of the Revolt. 

The first coins of the Judaea Capta series were an aureus and denarius of the Rome 
mint (70) showing a Jew standing before a trophy or bound to a palm tree with JUDAEA 
in the exergue. Titus produced a large outpouring of bronze coinage beginning in 71» 
especially sestertii showing male and female captives, the emperor with captive 
("Weeping Judaea"), and the emperor in triumphal chariot. No coin of Domitian is re¬ 
lated to the Judaea Capta series. The VICTORIA NAVALIS type probably is not Jewish 
and the denarii showing a captive kneeling at the foot of a trophy and Victory in¬ 
scribing shield types were issued for the 10'th anniversary of the quelling of the 
Revolt. 

Though the Jews considered themselves to be an independent nation under occupation by 
the Romans, the Romans viewed Judaea only as a province in an uprising, thus holding 
Judaea in a different light then Britain, Egypt, Germany, and Dacia, As a result, 
neither Vespasian nor Titus could afford to "dignify" their success in suppressing the 
Revolt by adopting the name of the province into their own name (e.g., Britannicus, 
Germanicus, etc.). Nevertheless, they reaped full benefit of their actions with an 
abundant coinage. 

At the conclusion of his fascinating and informative program, Mr. Sear was presented 
with an AINA Educational Award. 
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SHOW AND TELL: Exhibits were presented at the February 
meeting by Bob Leonard and Ben Odesser (Judaic tokens), 
and Harry Flower showed recent medals of Albert Einstein. 

The medal illustrated was sculptured in 1985 "by Alex 
Shagin of Los Angeles, a young Jewish refugee from the 
Soviet Union. The obverse shown was created in 1979 in 
Leningrad and the reverse (not shown) in Los Angeles in 
1984. The mintage was limited to 100 pieces, all cast in 
bronze. No exhibits were shown at CICF. 

BUSINESS; An AINA Educational Award certificate was pre¬ 
sented to Dr. Saul Needleman for his presentation on the ex¬ 
pulsion of the Jews from England and 17th century merchant 
tokens at the January meeting. In light of the lack of re¬ 
sponse from AINA regarding a grant for meeting site rental, Robert Leonard proposed 
we use what funding we still have to make a token payment to Beth Emet and Trinity 
Church for their past kindness to us in allowing us use of their facilities. A pay¬ 
ment of $50 for Beth Emet (8 months) and $25 for Trinity (4 months) was authorized. 



Door prizes will be presented to everyone attending the April meeting, courtesy of 
AINA. The report of the Nominating Committee will be presented at this meeting. 
Because the rent proposed by Congregation Beth-El is unacceptably high, we will 
explore alternative meeting sites at this meeting. Please bring any proposals you 
may have (as definite as possible) to this meeting. If we are unable to locate a 
suitable alternative, be will take up changing the meeting night so that we might 
return to Beth Emet. 


COIN ORDERS: Orders for the I986 Independence Day coins will be taken at the 
meeting. It helps the club considerably if you order through us, instead of through 
AINA or I.G.C.A.M.C., as we make a small profit on each coin which helps to offset 
our rising costs. This year there are three coins again, two in silver and one in 
gold. The complete set is $299, while the silver coins are $38. 

A COMPARISON: Last year the United States minted 400,000 proof gold coins, sold 
out almost immediately, and they are now worth $425 apiece. Now Israel is about to 
issue a maximum of 4,000 proof gold coins (that’s right, 1% of the mintage, and with 
twice as much gold, too) and you can buy one through the club for $299 and get two 
silver coins besides! 


COMMENTS: Bill Rosenblum, one of our guests at CICF. reported that CICF appeared to 
be a "good" show. Many young but serious collectors were buying pieces and that the 
ancients market was going well as were medals and tokens related to the Holocaust. 

The modern Israel market was considered to' be very soft because "there was no place to 
go" in that everything was a distinct closed series. David Bar Levav suggested that 
the sources of ancient Judaean coins were beginning to dry up. The finds were no longer 
common nor extensive and the Arabs who once relied on these finds for their income now 
had good jobs in Israel and had no time to look for additional pieces. 

The April meeting is being held on the third Wednesday to avoid a conflict with 
Passover. 
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MAY 1986 BULLETIN Box 427, Skokie, Illinois 60076 

The 190th Meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (iBSl) will be held at 


CONGREGATION BETH-EL 
3050 W. Touhy 
Chicago, Illinois 

Wednesday, May 28, I986 8:00 P.M. 



PROGRAM FOR MAY: Yes, once again it is time for our annual Donated Auction! A major 
source of funds for our club, the Donated Auction is a lot of fun as well. Donations 
of both numismatic and nonnumismatic items are invited for this event: coins, medals, 
tokens, stamps, postcards, books, artifacts, glassware, wine, or any white elephants 
that you may have—almost anything that may be sold to another member would be ap¬ 
propriate. And come prepared to buy...INSI rasises just about as much from this 
auction each year as it does from dues. Come prepared to have a lot of fhn and buy 
some bargains. 


In addition to member's donations, AINA has sent some interesting numismatic items to 
our club as a donation, some of which will be offered for sale in this auction. Be 
sure to invite a guest to this fun event. Refreshments will be served, and we will 
also have our usual "Show and Tell" exhibits. Appropriate exhibits this month would 
include the Independence Day commemorative coins of Israel as well as your recent 
acquisitions. 

RECAP OF APRIL MEETING: The 189th meeting was held on April 16, I986 before 10 mem¬ 
bers and one guest. Our speaker was Mr. Sanford Aronin, a CPA and a Talmud teacher. 
Sandy, who said that he comes from a small town near Milwaukee and is the father of 
four children, explained to us that "You Don't Need to be a Rothschild to be a 
Collector of Judaica." His first piece of evidence was his beautiful album of 
plumpas , the little metal tags which are attached to kosher chickens. Most of these 
were simply obtained with the chicken at no extra charge, or were gifts, but when 
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displayed in 2 x 2 holders on a coin page, they made a colorful and interesting 
collection. He even had one from Canada. Among the other items Sandy "brought was 
a frame of Judaic pinback "buttons, including one for President Reagan with "Reagan” 
in Hebrew. A frame of stamplike advertising labels that was acquired a few years 
ago for $5.00 recently appeared in an auction estimated at $400. Another treasure 
was an olivewood frame containing views of the Holy Land with native pressed flowers. 
Sandy also mentioned that he haunts the Brandeis Used Book Sale and has picked up 
many Passover Haggadas there for his collection quite cheaply. He displayed two of 
his more interesting ones: one from 1866 translated into English, and another old one 
written in Hebrew, English, and Judeo-Arabic (Arabic written in Hebrew letters). The 
latter book baffled his friends, who could read the letters but could not make sense 
out of the text. Another antique was a stereopticon and a set of views of the Holy 
Land that Sandy purchased in an antique shop. 

But the core of Sandy's collection was his albums of Judaic postcards from the United 
States and Europe—views of synagogues (in some cases, after their conversion to 
churches), scenes of home life, holidays, and even a group of anti-Semitic cards. 
Sandy said that he scours the flea markets, antique shops, and stamp dealers for 
these, and has never had to pay more than $20 for a single card; most are much less. 
All in all, a most impressive collection. At the conclusion of his presentation, 
Sandy was presented with an AINA Educational Award. 

(As an aside, Arthur Feldman remarked that, in his experience, the Judaic postcard 
collectors arrived at flea markets only shortly after the pen collectors—an early 
indication of future investment performance?) 


SHOW AND TELL: Herbert Hubert brought several old Passover Haggadas to display in 
honor of tonight's program. One was from Germany and another was from Shanghai. Bob 
Leonard exhibited several tokens of Judaic interest, all from post-World 
War I Germany: two porcelain tokens issued by Henry Seligmann of Hann¬ 
over (a Jewish coin dealer) as notgeld in 1921, 25 and 50 pfennig, and 
three encased postage stamps apparently issued by Jewish firms—H & P 
Sauermann of Munich, Kalmbach, and Ntlrnberg; J. Rubinstein of Bunzlau; 
and HM,nel & Schwarz of Berlin (a maker of encased postage stamps). Dr. ^ 

Lippitz displayed the new three-piece Statue of Liberty proof set, con¬ 
taining the half dollar, silver dollar, and $5 gold piece. The dollar fear^* 
tures a quotation from the famous Emma Lazarus poem "The New Colossus" inscribed on 
the pedestal of the Statue of Liberty, "Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled 
masses yearning to breathe free," giving it a Judaic connection. Arthur Feldman 
brought several beautiful Haggadas from the 1940's, including a 1943 Raskin (auto- 
graphed), Zev Rablan, 194-8 (and 1958) edition illustrated by Zigmunel Forst, Rabbi 
Abraham Soltery, and others. 



BUSINESS: Congregation Beth-El having agreed to reduce the rent charged our club, 
we have made arrangements to continue holding our meetings there permanently. We 
will meet on the fourth Wednesday as usual for the remainder of the year, except for 
November and December when we will shift to the third Wednesday to avoid a conflict 
with Thanksgiving and Christmas. In 1987 we will resume meeting on the fourth 
Wednesday, except for the annual CICF meeting in March and when a conflict with a 
holiday arises. Mark your calendars! 

ELECTION: The Nominating Committee has made considerable progress, and our election 
of officers is expected to be held at this meeting. 

A BIG THANK YOU to AINA for their kind donation of door prizes and auction lots to INSI. 
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The 191st Meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (iNSl) will be held at 

CONGREGATION BETH-EL 
3050 W. Touhy 
Chicago, Illinois 

Wednesday, June 25, I 986 8:00 P.M. 

PROGRAM FOR JUNE: Our program tonight will 
be "A Numismatic Tribute to Albert Einstein," 
presented by our own Harry Flower. Harry has 
been a student of Albert Einstein and the me¬ 
dals and coins commemorating him for several 
years, and has now prepared a new program on 
the subject illustrated with colored slides. 

We have all heard Harry speak from time to 
time on his new acquisitions, and look for¬ 
ward to enjoying the material he has now 
brought together. 

"Show and Tell" exhibits on the theme of tonight's program are encouraged. 

RECAP OF MAY MEETING: The meeting was delayed because the synagogue forgot to inform 
the caretaker of the INSI meeting and the meeting of the Jewish War Veterans. INSI 
was finally called to order at the home of Don Oppenheim who kindly offered his resi¬ 
dence to the crowd of 10 members in attendance. As this was to be the annual donated 
auction meeting, the usual order of business was waived. 




SHOW AND TELL: Saul Needleman exhibited a check dated 21 February 1955 at Gaza, 
drawn on the Barclays Bank (Dominion, Colonial and Overseas) against the UNRWA For 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East Fund. It was issued to Salem El Bayed whose sig¬ 
nature in Arabic appears on the back. This was followed by a showing of Harry Flower's 
new silver Einstein paper weight, acquired at the Jewish Museum during his recent trip 
to New York to attend the AINA Convention. In extremely high relief and showing an 
excellent likeness of Einstein, it is one of only 5 made. The third exhibitor was 
Robert Schwartz who showed a set of stamps issued by Israel in conjunction 
with the Ameripex show in Rosemont. Robert Leonard presented a Babylonian 
clay tablet from Ur of the Chaldees from the 9 th year of the reign of Amar- 
Sin (2038 B.C.E.). This was from a group released by the Sterling Memorial| 

Library at Yale University and records the receipt of silver, one of the 
earliest records of silver being used as money. This was between one and 
two centuries prior to Abram's departure from Ur for Canaan. An old ash 
tray from Fidelman's Resort in South Haven, Michigan was shown by Don Oppenheim . This 
resort as well as the resort area around South Haven and Union Pier has disappeared, 
the towns giving up their town charter, Don reported. 



BUS INESS: The Nominating Committee reported that, while they had selected a candidati 












- 2 - 


far President, they have so far been unable to complete a slate. They hope to have 
their slate completed in time for a report at the June meeting. 

Harry Flower gave a brief report of the AINA meeting in New York. The usual banquet 
was not held this year, being replaced by an awards breakfast. To his surprise, Saul 
Needleman received the Fishgold Award for the best article in The Shekel in 1985 ("Gut 
and Countermarked Goins of the Caribbean"). Harry FLower made the presentation. 

We regretfully learned of Morris Bram's recent heart attack.. Everyone at INSI wishes 
him a speedy and long-lived recovery. 

Despite short notice, Ben Odesser graciously consented to be our auctioneer and did 
his usual outstanding job. Following delicious refreshments provided by Joseph Sporn, 
the auction was held, with virtually every lot selling. The donated auction brought 
in $106 to our survival fund. 

VACATIONS: Herbert Hubert will be in Israel and Bob Leonard in Washington, D.C. at 
the time of the June meeting, and Herb Lippitz has a conflict also. So attendance at 
this meeting may be sparce unless you attend and bring a friend to hear Harry's 
knowledgeable and entertaining presentation on one of the greatest minds the world has 
ever produced, Albert Einstein. 

HOMECOMING: Our first fall meeting, September 24, has been designated a special 
HOMECOMING meeting. All current members, former members, nearly members, family and 
guests are invited to attend this special meeting. In addition to a very interesting 
speaker, this meeting will give you the opportunity of visiting with old friends and 
former members. Only you can make this HOMECOMING a success by your attendance—with 
a friend. 

ANA CONVENTION: The ANA convention will be held this year in Milwaukee at the Milwaukee 
MECCA Convention Center from August 6-10. This is the largest coin show in the world , 
and a must no matter what you collect. Outstanding exhibits will be on display, and 
fine educational programs will be held almost continuously. Make your plans now! 






IsR^eL Humismatic Society 


OF ILLINOIS 

JULY I 986 BULLETIN Box 427, Skokie, Illinois 60076 

The 192nd. Meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (iNSl) will "be held at 

CONGREGATION BETH-EL 
3050 W. Touhy 
Chicago, Illinois 

Wednesday, July 23, I 986 8:00 P.M. 

PROGRAM FOR JULY: Tonight our own Robert Leonard 
will present a program on "A Judaic Numismatic 
Bibliography." It has been about 13 years since 
we have had a presentation on this subject, and 
many useful references have been published since 
then. Bob will cover the entire range of Judaic 
numismatics, including ancient Jewish coins, med¬ 
ieval coins, Crusader coins, coins of Palestine 
and Israel, medals, tokens, paper money, and 
sources for further information. He will also 
include nonnumismatic sources for Judaic exo- 
numia. His program will be illustrated with some 
books from his library. 

RECAP OF JUNE MEETING: In the absence of any other officer, the meeting was called to 
order by Treasurer Robert Greenstein. He immediately introduced the speaker for the 
evening, Mr. Harry flower. Harry presented his outstanding color slide program, "A 
Numismatic Tribute to Albert Einstein," giving the background of Einstein and the me¬ 
dals honoring him. Harry further illustrated his program by the display of actual 
medals selected from his collection. 




Present were 11 members and 2 guests, Judy and Jay Goode, guests of Harry flower and, 
like him, enthusiastic Einstein collectors. We welcome you and invite you to come 

again! 


SHOW AND TELL: Harry flower showed two interesting Statue of Liberty 
1 ounce round silver bullion pieces. These are considered Judaic be¬ 
cause of the Emma Lazarus poem inscribed on the pedestal of the Sta¬ 
tue of Liberty. Ben Odesser showed two medals: one of the Hebrew 
Sheltering Home for the Aged, and one of the Court, Baron de Hirsch 
no. 398, Dec. 27, I913i F. of A. Ben requested more information 
regarding these pieces: the location of the Hebrew Sheltering Home 
for the Aged and an explanation of "F. of A." The Baron de Hirsch was 
a very wealthy man, giving away millions back when a million dollars 
worth far more than it is now. Don Oppenheim displayed an intriguing kab- 
balist 1885 Polish kiddish cup, bearing three symbols: a scroll, a crown, and a two- 
headed horse. The two-headed horse is a kabbalist symbol because "horse" in Hebrew is 
"sus" (samech vav samech), which has a numerical value of 126 (60 + 6 + 60 ). This is 
also the numerical value of "Chai" (18) x the number of days in a week, ?. Herbert 
Hubert displayed pieces acquired during his recent trip to Israel and Germany—Roman 
glass perfume jars, coins of Constantine and Agrippa II, and commemorative stamp panels 
sold at the museum shop at Buchenwald. 















IsragL Humismatic Society 


OF ILLINOIS 

AUGUST 1986 BULLETIN Box 427, Skokie, Illinois 60076 

The 193rd Meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (iNSl) will be held at 

CONGREGATION BETH-EL 
3050 W. Touhy 
Chicago, Illinois 

Wednesday, August 27, I 986 8:00 P.M. 

PROGRAM FOR AUGUST: Our program tonight will 
be an AINA slide presentation, "Herzl and the 
Jewish Bank," based on an award-winning exhib¬ 
it by Stanley Yulish. This program reveals 
Theodore Herzl's role in the provision of a 
bank for the Jewish State, which led to the 
foundation of the Anglo-Palestine Bank (now 
the Bank Leumi Le-Israel). Numismatic items 
of the period 1896-1948 are covered. Come 
and enjoy this outstanding and educational 
program! 

COMING ATTRACTIONS: Final arrangements will be discussed for the big 194th 
HOMECOMING meeting of INSI on the 24th of September. Please join us for a great 
meeting in August and for the big event in September. 

RECAP OF JULY MEETING; The 192nd meeting of INSI came to order at Beth-El on July 23 
with eleven members and guests present. The speaker for the evening was our own 
President Robert Leonard who presented a detailed survey of Judaic numismatic literature. 
This subject has not been reviewed for a number of years, having last been covered by 
World Coins about 12 years ago and in more recent years, in The Shekel . Bob delighted 
the audience with his knowledge in this important area of numismatics. 

General references include the work by Hill (1914), Rogers (1914, reprinted 1977)—A 
Handy Guide to Jewish Coins . Madden (1864, reprinted 1967 )— History of Jewish Coinage 
and the more recent "standards" by Reifenberg (1969 and earlier editions), Meshorer 
(1967)» Henden (1976), and Wacks (1976). The latter has one advantage in presenting 
inscriptions of early coins as they actually appear on coins with cross-reference to 
Meshorer and Reifenberg. 

More recent books dealing with special aspects of Judaic numismatics include those by 
Banks (1955* reprinted 1985), Yeoman (I 96 I, reprinted 1982), and Price on coins of the 
Bible, Romanoff's Jewish Symbols (1944, reprinted 1971)» Kindler on precoinage currency 
and monetary function of coins in Palestine (I 967 ), and Mildenberg's recent book on the 
coins of Bar Kokhba. 

The medieval period is covered by Friedenberg's volumes on Jewish minters and medalists 
and Gumowski's Hebraische Munzen im Mittelalterlichen Polen (1975). The Crusader per¬ 
iod is handled by Schlumber and by Metcalf. 
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Finally, for information on the modern period, one can turn to Kagan (1979» 1981, and 
1984) with supplements, Katz (1982) showing IGGAMC varieties, Schuman (1980), and 
Haffner (1970) on Turkish, Egyptian, Mandate, and emergency small change notes in 
Palestine and Israel. 

Judaic medals and tokens are covered in Haffner (red)(1978), which includes medals of 
Israel as well as Arabic and Kibbutzim issues. Other Priedenberg volumes deal with 
Jewish portrait medals and Jewish medals from the Renaissance to the fall of Napoleon. 
The Harry Flower pamphlet describes all AINA overstrike medal issues through Adam Cool 
for local INS clubs. Kisch is the only source for "Jewish Community Tokens," generally 
of Europe and Palestine. 

The general reference bibliography of Elvira Clain-Stefanelli contains over 18,000 
numismatic references, and the ANS Issues a quarterly index of important literature. 

Several nonnumismatic sources exist for Judaic reference including the Sentinel's 
History of Chicago Jewry and the 1918 Chicago Jewish Community Blue Book . On a na-. 
tional scale, one may refer to the Jewish Publication Society's A Jewish Tourist Guide 
to the U.S, (1954). 

A lively discussion followed this worthy and informative presentation. 

BUSINESS: The long-awaited report of the Nominations Committee was presented by Dr. 
Emanuel Margoliash. The nominees are: 

President Robert Greenstein 

First Vice President Robert Leonard 

Secretary Robert Milstein 

Treasurer J oe Sporn 


No nomination was made for the position of Second Vice President. 

By unanimous motion, the By-Laws were waived and the slate elected by accimation so 
that the new officers might begin working on the Homecoming program on September 24. 


We congratule the new officers and wish them a successful and fruitful year. The 
installation will be part of the Homecoming program. 






SHOW AND TSTT.T.! Harry Flower showed a book called Aaron's Breast Plate published by a 
Baptist church in Wisconsin several years ago. He also showed the Genesis medals 
produced by the Maccabee Mint 15 years ago in silver (50 struck). Bob Greenstein 

showed the new Israel "Art 
in Israel" Independence Day 
coins in silver and gold 
along with the 38 th Anni¬ 
versary mint set. Ben 
Odesser showed a book en- 


in 1954 by the Jewish Museum in London, 
the author. 


titled Jewish Iconography 
by Alfred Rubins printed 
This beautiful book was presented to Ben by 


PERSONATE; Best wishes to Ben Odesser for a speedy and complete recovery. Ben was 
stricken at the A.N.A. Convention in Milwaukee after the TAMS Banquet August 7» and 
spent some time in the Cardiac Care Center of Mount Sinai Medical Center there. Ben 
returned home August 18, and thanks his friends for the many cards, calls, and visits 
received. Congratulations to Bob Leonard for winning the Sylvia Odesser Award for 
Outstanding Contribution—Judaic Numismatics and Exonumia from TAMS. 















THE 

X SRAEL NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 
OE ILLIMOIS 

presents 

A Special Homecoming Program 
featuring 

DL Miriam Joyce Haron 
who will speak on 

What happened to Arab Palestine 


Why The U.N. Partition Plan Failed 


Place: Temple Beth-El 

3050 W. Touhy Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Date: September 24, 1986 

8:00 p.m. 

There is no charge or obligation. 

The Homecoming Program will be of interest 
to members and non-members. 

Help INSI celebrate its Homecoming. 

Join us for an informative meeting. 

Bring an old friend and make a new friend. 
Special numismatic souvenirs will be given away. 


Dr. Haron currently is Assistant Professor of Modern 
Jewish History at Spertus College and is Acting 
Director of Chicago Jewish Archives. She has authored 
numerous articles and has recently (1986) published a 
book on "Palestine and the Anglo-American Connection 
1945-1950". 


Isabel Humismatic Bociety 


OF ILLINOIS 

SEPTEMBER 1986 BULLETIN Box 427, Skokie, Illinois 60076 

The 194th Meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (iNSl) will be held at 

CONGREGATION BETH-EL 
3050 W. Touhy 
Chicago, Illinois 


Wednesday, September 24, I 986 8:00 P.M. Sharp 



PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER: A special program has been 
arranged for our big HOMECOMING meeting this month* 
Dr. Miriam Joyce Haron will address us on the sub¬ 
ject of "What Happened to Arab Palestine?" Dr. 
Haron is Assistant Professor of Modern Jewish His¬ 
tory at Spertus College and Acting Director of 
Chicago Jewish Archives. Her book, Palestine and 
the Anglo-American Connection , was published this 
year. Come and bring a friend to this special 
meeting! Special numismatic souvenirs will be gi¬ 
ven away to all , and there will be special exhibits. 



RECAP OF AUGUST MEETING: The 193rd meeting of INSI was called to order before.11 
members by the new President, Bob Greenstein (though the formal installation will be 
at the September meeting). Most of the meeting was devoted to planning the program 
for the September 24 special Homecoming Meeting. In addition to Dr. Haron, the 
meeting will include installation of the new officers by Harry Flower as well as a 
presentation of the scope of Judaic numismatics by Bob Leonard with examples loaned 
by various INSI members. This meeting is vital to the continued existance of INS of 
Illinois, so be sure to attend and bring friends—and prospective new members. Be¬ 
cause of the special program, the meeting will begin at 8:00 sharp—please be prompt. 


In place of a formal agenda, there were several open discussions on what makes some 
coin clubs successful and others not, on attendance at the AINA dinner at the Milwau¬ 
kee ANA Convention, on meeting at CICF, on the suggestion for having members-benefit 
mini-bourses at meetings, and suggestions for speakers for next year's programs. It 
was decided to discontinue having the March meeting at CICF because of poor attend¬ 
ance. Suggestions for several of next year's meetings are being looked into. 


SHOW AND TELL: Herbert Hubert opened the exhibits with three books on the subject 
of the evening's program, Theodor Herzl. All three were biographies including an 
old (no date) volume in German, a I 960 edition of Altneuland (nicely illustrated), 
and a 1952 edition of The Diaries of Theodor Herzl . Herbert explained that "Alt¬ 
neuland," which literally means "old-new land," appropriate to Israel, actually 
had its origin in a place name with a different meaning. Saul Needleman showed a 
very rare and mysterious English token of I 796 issued by the Cabbage Society, 
purported to have been a Jewish society though its function is unknown. It has 
been suggested that it was a charitable society which provided cabbage soup to poor 
Jews at Purim. Another suggestion is that it was an intellectual or debating society. 
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The word "RJRIM" appears on one side. Don Oppenheim continued his 
series of displays of Judaic artifacts, this time with a Yad by 
the famous silversmith Georg Jensen of Copenhagen in the 1920’s. 

This piece was made for the German Jewish tourist trade in Denmark 
and is in an attractive Art Deco style. Bob Leonard was the last 
exhibitor, showing a series of tokens issued by the Goldblatt Bros. 
The first Goldblatt Bros, token was a half cent piece from 1933» 
which may have been used as a sales tax token or to pay fractional 
prices (e.g. 4§- cents, Tf cents). Another token is said to be the 
largest token ever issued—a 63 
mm aluminum token issued in 1939 
to commemorate Goldblatt's 25 th 
anniversary, good for 250. The 
Goldblatt's Auto World 300 token 
may have been issued by an un¬ 
related family. Nothing is 
known about the plastic Gold¬ 
blatt' s Bids for Kids tokens. 

PROGRAM: Herb Lippitz presented an AINA slide 
program on Herzl and the Jewish Bank. The slides 
were developed by Stan Yulish of Cleveland, based 
on his prize winning exhibit of the same name in¬ 
spired by the 75th anniversary of Bank Leumi Le- 
Israel. The program covers the years 1896-19^ • 

In developing his ideas for returning the Jewish people to the land, Theodor Herzl 
approached Baron Maurice de Hirsch and Baron Louis de Rothschild for funding to found 
a bank. With their refusal, Herzl turned to the people with the 1st World Zionest 
Congress in Basle at which the idea of a Jewish State evolved. The first "bank" was 
in the form of the Jewish Colonial Trust with a capitalization of f2,000,000. Within 
a few years the Jewish Colonial Trust was replaced by the Anglo-Palestine Co., Ltd., 
incorporated in England but based in Jaffa. The exhibit continued with the first bank 
notes of the State of Israel from the Anglo-Palestine Bank in 19^8 and closed with a 
series of quotations from Herzl's writings. 

This was a very unusual exhibit, mixing paper money, medals, and stamps with letters, 
books, and photographs related to Herzl and the banks, and proved to be very inform¬ 
ative to all. 

PERSONALS: Ben Odesser is at home now after an unplanned stay in the Coronary Care 
Unit at Mount Sinai Medical Center in Milwaukee. He would welcome telephone calls 
and visits. Congratulations to Saul Needleman, whose book, Perspectives in Numis¬ 
matics , received a Special Commendation for Numismatic Organization Publications from 
the Numismatic Literary Guild at the ANA Convention in Milwaukee. Members Harry 
Flower and Bob Leonard were both honored with 25-year membership medals in Milwaukee, 
Harry by the Token and Medal Society and Bob by the ANA. 

INSI BRIEFS 




A Judaic Numismatic Bibliography 
by Robert Leonard 
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*Standard Work 
Ancient Jewish Goins 

1. *Meshorer, Ya'akov: Jewish Coins of the Second Temple Period (trans. by I. H. 

Levine), Tel-Aviv, 19 67 —still the standard] 

2. *Meshorer, Ya'akov: Ancient Jewish Coinage , Vols. I and II, 1982-3 becoming the 

new standard despite price of $ 125 . . _ _ 

3. Meshorer, Ya'akov: SNGANS, Part 6 , Palestine-South Arabia , New York, 1981 WOO 
and $125)—catalog of the ANS Collection. 

4. Meshorer, Ya'akov: City Coins of Eretz-Israel and the Decapolis i n the Roman 
Period, Jerusalem, 1985. 

5. *Reifenberg, A.: Ancient Jewish Coins , Fifth Edition, Jerusalem, I 969 —many 

attributions outdated, but still referred to often because of popular price; also, 
some collectors prefer the original attributions of Dr. Reifenberg to the reattri¬ 
butions of Dr. Meshorer. 

6 . *Hendin, David: Guide to Ancient Jewish Coins , New York, 1976—a priced catalog, 

now out of print and available only at an inflated price. 

7. Wacks, Mel: The Handbook of Biblical Numismatics from Abraham to the Crusaders, 
Houston, 1976—quite a useful little book—nicely illustrated, with very accurate 
prices. Explains the inscriptions on the coins and variant attributions clearly, 
and includes a Reifenberg-Meshorer cross reference. Out of print. 

8 . Madden, Frederick W.: History of Jewish Coinage and of Money in the Old and New 
Testament , London, 1864, reprinted San Diego I 967 —attributions are outdated and 
illustrations from drawings are not always accurate, but contains much useful back¬ 
ground information, especially regarding weights. (The distorted drawings in this 
century-old book were the only source consulted by the late Father Filas before 
announcing that he had identified the image of a lepton of Pontius Pilate on the 
Shroud of Turin.) 

9 . Rogers, Rev. E., M.A.: A Handy Guide to Jewish Coins , 19l^» reprinted New York 

I977. 

10. *Hill, G. F.: BMC Greek— Palestine (Galilee, Samaria and Judaea) , London, l9l^> 

reprinted Bologna I 965 —catalog of the outstanding British Museum collection 
(attributions somewhat outdated). 

11. Reinach, Theodore: Jewish Coins (trans. by Mary Hill), London, 1903» reprinted 
Chicago I 966 . 

12. *Mildenberg, Dr. Leo: The Coinage of the Bar Kokhba War , Aarau, 1984—the standard 

work on this coinage, listing every die and die combination known with an exhaustive 
corpus of well-preserved specimens, from which it was possible to deduce the exist- 
ance of two mints; also covers hoards and the areas of circulation. Weil worth the 
price (about $ 100 ). 

13. Romanoff, Paul, Ph.D.: Jewish Symbols on Ancient Jewish Coins , New York, 1944, 
reprinted New York 1971—inexpensive and useful. 

14. Kindier, Arie: Proceedings of the International Numismatic Convention, Jerusalem, 
27-31 December, I 963 , Tel-Aviv, 1967 —scholarly papers on the precoinage currency 
and monetary function of coins in ancient Palestine. 

15. Banks, Florence Aiken: Coins of Bible Days , New York, 1955» reprinted New York 
I 985 —ancient coins and their story, with emphasis on New Testament times, once 
again available (from AINA) at a reasonable price. 

16. Yeoman, R. S.: Moneys of the Bible , Racine, I 96 I, reprinted New York 1982 
excellent little book, with many Bible quotations and some material not readily 
available elsewhere (available from AINA), 

17. Price, Martin: Coins & the Bible , London, 1975—inexpensive. 


To be concluded 
























IsRAel ^numismatic Society 


OF ILLINOIS 

OCTOBER I 986 BULLETIN Box 427, Skokie, Illinois 60076 

The 195th Meeting of the Israel Numismatic Society of Illinois (iNSl) will he held at 

CONGREGATION BETH-EL 
3050 W. Touhy 
Chicago, Illinois 

Wednesday, October 22, I 986 8:00 P.M. 



PROGRAM FOR OCTOBER; Tonight we welcome back Rabbi Hillel Gamoran 
of Beth Tikvah Synagogue, Hoffman Estates, Illinois, who will pre¬ 
sent "Jewish History Through Jewish Coins—Part II." Rabbi Gamor¬ 
an gave a delightful program to our club in February I 985 6 n anci¬ 
ent Jewish coins, explaining how he began collecting them while on 
a visit to Jerusalem and how he uses them as a teaching aid. We 
expect another entertaining and informative program. Bring a 
friend! (Exhibits of ancient Jewish coins are welcome,) 



RECAP OF SEPTEMBER MEETING: The 194th—"Homecoming"—meeting of INSI was called to 
order by President-elect Bob Greenstein before a large crowd of 24 members and 
guests. It was wonderful to see so many once-familiar faces in attendance again! 

Don t wait for the next Homecoming program—come again soon. To commemorate the 
event, an elongated 1 agora coin, designed by Dr, Needleman, was distributed to each 
attendee. The same design was rolled on a I 986 U.S. one cent and sold for 750. 

For those who missed the meeting, orders are still being taken for 
each type—one agora and one cent—at 750 each. Mail your order 
to the club at Box 427, Skokie, Illinois 60076 . Postage would be 
appreciated. 


Our speaker of the evening was Dr. Miriam Joyce Haron, Assistant Professor of History, 
Spertus College of Judaica and Acting Director of the Chicago Jewish Archives, who 
presented a controversial view of Mideast history between World War I and 1948 while 
attempting to answer the question, "What Happened to Arab Palestine?" Dr. Haron con¬ 
tended that both sides were partly to blame for the Arab-Jewish conflict during this 
period, and that recently declassified documents from Israel show that some Arabs 
were driven from their homes by the Jews in 1948 and not simply encouraged to leave 
by Arab governments. She stated that the PLO is overwhelmingly popular among the 
Arabs of the West Bank, but that there are signs of increasing acceptance of the 
State of Israel by these Arabs, among them the recent appearance of an Arab paper 
published in Hebrew. Her comments provoked considerable discussion among those 
present. 

Mr. Harry Flower installed the new officers for I 986 - 87 : 

Bob Greenstein, President 
Bob Leonard, Vice President 
Bob Milstein, Secretary 
Joe Spom, Treasurer 
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SHOW AND TELL; In place of the usual Show and Tell exhibits tonight, a special 
exhibit showing the full range of Judaic numismatics was provided by several members 
for the visitors to our Homecoming meeting. Bob Leonard presented these exhibits, 
describing a wide assortment of coins and medals (plus some nonnumismatic Judaica) 
including trade coins, commemorative coins, Independance Day ins, Chanukah coins, 
Historic Site coins, Palestine coins, Turkish coins pre-dating the British Mandate, 
and ancient Jewish coins. Israel state medals and private medals were also displayed, 
as were tokens of Palestine and Israel. It was a most impressive display. 

COMING ATTRACTIONS: Because of the conflict with Thanksgiving, there will be m 3 
meeting in November. The next meeting will be held December 17. An outstanding 
program has been arranged for this meeting: Dr. Albert Madansky, Professor of 
Computer Science at the University of Chicago, will present "World-wide Synagogues 
on Stamps." The meeting of April 29 , 1987, will mark our 200th meeting. Plans are 
underway to celebrate this event by special activities and the issuance of commemo¬ 
rative materials. One suggestion is to ask Dr. Needleman to form a committee to 
publish a book, Perspectives in Israel Numismatics , in both hard and soft cover 
versions, in time for the meeting. (Just kidding, Saul!) 

COIN ORDERS: Orders will be taken at the meeting for the latest coins in the 
Historic Sites series, the Akko commemorative coins. Details are as follows: 

5 New Sheqalim gold proof (3,500 maximum mintage), $185; 1 New Sheqel silver 
proof, $20; and ■§■ New Sheqel BU, $12. The two silver coins have maximum mintages 
of 10,000 each. 



Description V 

alue Mintage 

Diameter 

Weight Edge 

Unit Price 

Quant. 

Total 

Gold/900 21.6k 

5 

3,500 

22m 

8.63 milled 

$185.00 1 only 



Silver/8b0 Pr. 

1 

10,000 

ZOrm 

14.4 milled 

$20.00 1 only 



Silver./8SO BU 

% 

10,000 

23mm 

7.2 I smooth 

$12.00 1 or 2 




Also available as a set, in attractive display case. I j NOTE: CUT-OFF DATE: NOV. 7, 1986 
(The second B.U. coin, if ordered, will be sent in its SIM &gparat'& box) 


PERSONALS: It was wonderful to see Ben Odesser back at our September meeting. We 
missed you in August and hope that your recovery is now complete. 

INSI BRIEFS 


A Judaic Numismatic Bibliography, Part 2 


by Robert Leonard 
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♦Standard Work 
Medieval Jewish Goins 


18. Friedenberg, Daniel M.: Jewish Minters & Medalists , Philadelphia, 1976—covers 
all periods, but particularly useful for obscure Jewish minters of the medieval 
period. 

19. *Gumowski, M.s Hehraische MUnzen im Mittelalterlichen Polen , 1975* 

Crusader Coins 


20. *Schlumberger, G.: Numismatique de L'Orient Latin , Paris, 1878, reprinted Graz 

1954—the standard and most comprehensive work, but somewhat dated, expensive 
($145), and difficult to locate. 

21. *Metcalf, D. M.: Coinage of the Crusades and the Latin East in the Ashmolean 

Museum Oxford . London, 1983—well-illustrated book with up-to-the-minute, 
scholarly attributions, moderately priced (about $45), but not as comprehensive 
as Schlumberger. 

22. Cox, Dorothy H.: The Tripolls Hoard of French Seignorial and Crusader's Coins , 

New York, 1933 (NNM 59)—a glimpse of the currency of this period through the 
study of a hoard of about 3500 base silver coins. 

23 . Edbury, P. W. and Metcalf, D. M.: Coinage in the Latin East: The Fourth Oxford 
Symposium on Coinage and Monetary History , Oxford, 1980 (BAR International Series 
77)‘^-nteresting specialized studies, particularly on money and trade in the 12th- 
13th centuries. The reason for the comparitive commonness of Crusader gold is 
apparent from the eye-popping sums mentioned in contemporary documents—400,000 
bezants paid as ransom for King Louis IX in 1250, 150,000 dinars (= bezant, 
apparently) paid as ransom for other prisoners in 1179» and other ransoms in the 
thousands are common. 

24. Wilkinson, Johns Crusader Coins of Syria and Palestine , Totnes, Devon, I 986 — 
useful comments by a collector of the series, with remarks on the composition of 
"hoards" and iconoclastic comments on current scholarship. 

Palestine and Israel 

25. *Kagan, Arnold H.: Israel’s Money & Medals . Third Edition (Thru 1979)» Supplement 

I (Thru I 98 I) and Supplement II (Thru 1984) (edited by Sylvia Haffner), Valley 
Stream, N.Y., I 979 - 84 —the current standard work, available from AINA for $ 29.95 
complete. 

26. *Katz, Katriel: Israel Coins and Medals Catalogue (edited by Israel Sedaka, 

trans. by J. Morgenstern), (Jerusalem), 1982—published by the Israel Government 
Coins and Medals Corporation, this well-designed and illustrated book contains a 
surprising amount of specialized information concerning varieties. 

27. *Haffner, Sylvia: Israel’s Modern Money and Medals 1917-1970 , Second Edition, 

Tarzana, Calif., 1970 the "blue Haffner," still very useful as it includes 
Turkish and Egyptian coins and currency used in Palestine, Palestine Mandate, 
Emergency Small Change Tokens, and other modern tokens not catalogued elsewhere. 


To be concluded 

















Coins of the Wars Against Rome 


For over a century Rome had dominated Judea. In the year 66 C.E., the 
rebellion erupted and the Jews sought to overthrow Roman rule. The Emperor Kero 
dispatched one of his ablest generals, Vespasian, to Judea to quell the revolt. 
When, in 69 , Vespasian became the new emperor, he sent his son Titus to complete 
the conquest. On the 9th of Av in the year 70 C.E., a torch was put to the 
Temple and it went up in flames. Independence from Rome has lasted less than 
five years. 

k _ Second year of the first war 

Obverse: Amphora with broad rim and two handles. 

Hebrew inscription. Year Two 

Reverse: Vine leaf on small branch. Inscription "For the Freedom of Zion.' 

2^0 Third year of the first war 

Obverse: Amphora with broad rim, two handles and lid. 

Hebrew inscription. Year Three. 

Reverse: Vine leaf on small branch 

Inscription, "For the Freedom of Zion." 

Fourth year of the first war 

Obverse: Lulav flanked by an etrog on either side 
Hebrew inscription. Year Four. 

Reverse: Chalice. Inscription. "For the Redemption of Zion." 

Even after the failure of the revolt against Rome, the Jews did not give up 
hope that some day they would regain their freedom. The second revolt broke out 
in 132 C.E. and lasted three years. The leader of the revolt was Simon bar 
Kochba. He was actively supported by Rabbi Akiba. 

Second year of the second war 

Obverse: Palm tree with seven branches. Inscription, "Jerusalem." 

Reverse: Bunch of grapes. Inscription. "Year 2 for the Freedom of Israel 

Third year of the second war 

Obverse: Palm tree with seven branches. Inscription, "Simon." 

Reverse: Vine leaf. Inscription. "For the Freedom of Jerusalem." 

'Z-'h Third year of the second war 

Obverse: Three stringed lyre. Inscription. "Simon" 

Reverse: Palm branch surrounded by wreath. Inscription, "For the Freedom 
of Jerusalem." 
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BULLETIN 


Box 427, Skokie, Illinois 60076 


The 196 th Meeting of the Israel 


Numismatic Society of Illinois (iNSl) will he held at 


CONGREGATION BETH-EL 
3050 W. Touhy 
Chicago, Illinois 


Wednesday, December 17, I 986 8:00 P.M. 



PROGRAM FOR DECEMBER: Our speaker this evening will he Dr. 
Albert Madansky, Professor of Computer Science at the Uni¬ 
versity of Chicago. He will present his outstanding program 
"World-wide Synagogues on Stamps." Come and bring a guest! 
Exhibits on the theme of Hanukka are invited. As usual, re¬ 
freshments will be served. 



RECAP OF OCTOBER MEETING: The 195 th meeting of INSI was called to order by President 
Robert Greenstein, who asked Herbert Lippitz to introduce our speaker, Rabbi Hillel 
Gamoran. Rabbi Gamoran presented "Jewish History Through Jewish Coins Part II,” a 
continuation of his program of February I 985 . He explained how he began collecting 
Jewish coins while focusing on various categorizing schemes for organizing a collec¬ 
tion. As before, he concluded by presenting a "hands-on" test, passing genuine 
ancient Jewish coins around for members to identify after hearing his descriptions 
of them. This meeting's test required identification of six coins of the Wars 
Against Rome. Rabbi Gamoran's enjoyment and enthusiasm for collecting Jewish coins 
was very apparent and contagious. 


The 200th meeting of INSI is scheduled for April 29 , I 987 . 
scheduled to be Mr. Morris Bram, President of AINA. 


The featured speaker is 


SHOW AND TELL: Exhibits included Franklin Mint Chanukah medals 
from 1970 to 1978 in "nickel," bronze, and silver; Moroccan Jew¬ 
ish amulets with a Sephardic "hand" symbol; pins of the Israeli- 
Georgian Club; Sephardic and Ashkenazic-style modern yads com¬ 
paring the finger angles (presented by Herbert Hubert, who made 
the yads himself); and Bar Mitzvah state medals of Israel (by 
Harry Flower). Bob Leonard described the 10th International 
Numismatic Congress in London that he attended and exhibited a 
medal that he had hand-struck at the British Museum, describ¬ 
ing how it was done. 

HJES; I 987 dues are now due and may be paid to our treasurer, Joe Sporn, at the 
meeting. 
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